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foreword
This book is for every person who feels lost 

or neglected by their own history. You are not 
alone; you are not forgotten. 

We published Dates 1 in February of 2016. That was more 

than a year ago; a year of struggle, creativity, growth, and 

unbelievable political and personal upheaval. In that year, we 

shifted phases of our lives, moved houses (whether it was across 

town or across the country), and entered a new presidency that has 

left us shaken and uncertain about what progress will be made in the 

next few years, or if any progress will be made at all.

And that’s what this book is about. Not about progress in 2017, or even 

in the 21st century, but instead about all of the moments of progress that 

have brought us to where we are today. It’s about the moments in history 

where individuals took it upon themselves to change their environments, 

their communities, and even their own lives in order to improve things for 

themselves or those around them.

It’s not always obvious. Progress is often painfully clear in innovation, in 

technological advancement, or in sweeping political decrees, but it 

is also present in the little things. In a single person breaking out of an 

oppressive environment and beginning to feel free, comfortable, and 

safe; in seeing a role model accomplish something amazing—or even 

something mundane—and realizing that, yes, you can do that too; in 

acknowledging flaws and working to improve upon them, step by step.

This is a book about progress, but it’s also a book about the little things. 

Today, I feel that those little things are more important than ever. 

As a young queer person in a world that feels surreally dominated 

by those older and straighter than myself, it’s easy to feel 

overwhelmed by opposition or factors outside of my control. 

But I’m learning that at the very least I can make my own little 

circle a better place to be. And hey, so can you.

I hope this book is one of the little things for you. It’s been 

an unbelievable honor to work on, and I can’t wait to 

share it. I hope you enjoy it, too.

Zora Gilbert 

Editor
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Grim Bjarnasson was a farmer who lived in northern Norway with his 

wife, Kolfinna, and their children: three sons, Bjarni, Thorkell, and Kari; and 

the youngest, a daughter named Ragnhild. Grim was not wealthy, but the 

family lived fairly well. All three of his sons made good marriages, but he and 

his wife worried about Ragnhild. They knew their daughter to be a sweet-

tempered, industrious girl who knew how to run a household and never 

complained, but she was shy around potential suitors. She had not taken 

to any of the young men in the area, and none of them had shown much 

interest in her.

One summer, a man named Njal Eyjolfsson came to the farm. He was 

the youngest son of an old friend of Grim’s, and after his father’s death 

he had travelled south to seek his fortune. Njal was a big man with dark 

hair and scarred hands. He spoke little, but was willing to reminisce with his 

father’s old friend, and to tell Grim about his plans for the future. 

Njal wanted to go to Iceland, where he would be able to start a farm of 

his own. Since women were scarce in the new settlements, he asked Grim 

to help him find a wife before he left. Grim agreed, and later that very day 

he consulted with his wife about the possibility of wedding Njal to Ragnhild. 

She gave her approval, and they brought the offer to Njal, who agreed 

readily. Finally, Grim and Kolfinna asked their daughter for her thoughts on 

the matter.

*
The prospect of marrying a stranger frightened Ragnhild. Unlike her 

brothers and the other young people she knew, she had never pined 

after an attractive face from afar, or harbored secret feelings for an 

acquaintance. Far from stealing kisses with young men behind the barn, she 

preferred the affectionate company of her female friends, who could kiss 

her cheeks and hold her hand without attracting gossip. But she knew that 

her parents worried she would never find a husband, and as she could think 

of nobody she preferred, she agreed to the match.

Njal and Ragnhild married at the end of summer, and they spent the 

winter with Grim and Kolfinna before traveling. By the time she left her 

parents’ home, Ragnhild knew she was with child.

She had never been to sea before, and was ill for most of the voyage, 

Thaw
Kate Wellenstein

Juliana Pinho
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DATES
is an anthology of queer historical 

fiction, with stories set throughout time and 
across the world. From Hammurabi’s reign 

to the late 1950s, watch queer folks from five 
continents (sorry, Australia) drive progress in their 

lives, their communities, and their worlds. 

In this volume, 35 contributors have come together 
to create 17 comics, 16 full-color illustrations, and 2 
short prose stories. In each story, you’ll find queer 

characters at the forefront as they 
change the world around them and 

find affirmation and acceptance. 
And the best part?

No tragic endings.


